
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 

CoNTEMPOBARY SociAL Pkoblems. By AchUU Loria. Translated from 

the Italian by John Leslie Garner. London: George Allen & 

Co., 1911. Pp. 156. 

This is a series of popular lectures on contemporary social prob- 
lems from a somewhat narrowly economic point of view. Professor 
Loria, as is well known, is an advocate of the sociological theory known 
as "economic determinism." According to him, "the sociological cosmos 
rests upon the economic element." "Under the most diverse phenomena 
of contemporary social life," he says, "the profound, the essential cause 
is some economic fact." It is from this point of view that he approaches 
the social problems of the present. Everything from death and disease 
to contemporary politics and religion receives its economic interpreta- 
tion. The problems which the criminologist is interested in are especially 
due to economic conditions. Professor Loria tells us, and their solution 
must be sought through the change of those economic conditions. He 
finds that prostitution, suicide and alcoholism are all due to economic 
causes. "Crime," he says, "in its manifold forms, is essentially the 
product of economic factors." It is especially systems of land owner- 
ship, which, according to Loria, determine economic production and 
distribution, and so all other social conditions. The disappearance of 
free land, with the inevitable poverty and misery, which he thinks has 
been occasioned thereby, has given rise to the various forms of individual 
and social maladjustment. 

Such are Professor Loria's views. They seem so extreme as to be 
scarcely worthy of serious criticism. Lombroso's discussion of the 
causes of crime would serve as a good antidote for Loria's extreme view. 
While Lombroso finds the causes of crime to be fundamentally biological, 
he very sensibly admits the influence of economic factors, but says that 
the importance of these factors is often overestimated. It may be noted 
that Professor Ferri has attempted to reconcile Loria's economic de- 
terminism with Lombroso's biological theory of crime by claiming that 
past bad economic conditions are the causes of that biological degenera- 
tion which Lombroso has demonstrated to exist so largely in the criminal 
class. But it must be added, unfortunately for Perri's reconciliation, 
that modern biology offers no support for such a view. A safe conclu- 
sion is, therefore, that any such one-sided explanation of crime as Loria's 
is essentially unscientific. 

University of Missouri. Chakles A. Ellwood. 

Eeview of Eecent Investigations in the Psychology of Testimony. 

[In the issue of the Psychological Bulletin of September 15 is a review of 
investigations in the "Psychology of Testimony," by Prof. Guy M. Whipple, the 
results of which have appeared in the literature of psychology within the past 
year. The review is quoted here in its entirety, with the permission of the editor 
of the Psychological Bulletin. — Ed.] 

Relatively only a small amount of experimentation has been con- 
ducted during the past year upon the psychology of testimony. Binet,^ 
indeed, who deserves credit for initiating the work in this field, speaks 
as if the earlier investigators had garnered substantially all the really 

'Binet, A. Le bilan de la psychologie en 1910. Annee psychol., 191 1, 17, v-xi. 
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